KING JAMES'S MEMOIRS
They opened a close correspondence with the exiled King,
and sought by every form of repentance and atonement to
win his forgiveness. They divulged the secrets of the Council,
betrayed naval and military war plans, tried to seduce the
Army, or to put the fleet out of the way of an invader, and
generally plotted to bring about a restoration backed by
French bayonets. This they did in their base pursuit of
wealth and honours, and to insure these enjoyments, if
King James returned. These charges assail in varying degrees,
but all effectively, Marlborough, Shrewsbury, Russell, Godol-
phin, Sunderland, Halifax, and later Somers, together with
many other less important figures. If sustained, they depict
them all as cheats and villains of the deepest dye. In fact, the
types portrayed are those of Chinese mandarins rather than
of European statesmen.
It has gratified the self-esteem of succeeding generations to
dwell upon the depravity of an earlier and more famous age.
However, it seems unlikely that persons in the highest station,
devoted to solemn public causes, possessing high capacities
and many noble and heroic gifts, should have all been of such
shameful character. It is important to see whether what has
been written against them is a fair representation of the truth;
whether the versions given of their conduct are authoritative,
authentic, impartial; whether and how far the evidence is
untrustworthy, distorted, exaggerated, or definitely malicious;
and whether what remains indisputable has been judged in its
proper relation to the circumstances of the time. For this
purpose it is necessary to search and test the foundations
upon which the enormous and imposing fagade of history
is supported.
With these preliminaries let us proceed to survey the mate-
rials which actually exist. The reader must choose between
accepting conclusions and going into the details for himself.
The account of the documents is here presented in a simpli-
fied form. But most of the statements of fact are supported
by a consensus of authorities. Where the authorities are at
variance their division of opinion is recorded in the footnotes*
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